
William Ernest Piper
April 15, 1940 - October 20, 2019

William Piper 
 

Devoted husband, father, and friend, William Ernest Piper, 79, of Pittsburgh,
PA, died peacefully of Alzheimer's disease on October 20, 2019. 

Born April 15, 1940 during WWII in London, England, Bill came to the States
when he was 21 to 'live the American dream'. Even before earning his US
Citizenship, Bill and 2 friends, Rex and Peter Swann, started Gatan Inc., a
high-precision electron microscopy manufacturing plant. 

Bill also had a love for playing soccer in his youth. With his expertise in the
sport, Bill coached his son, Terry, for 13 years, and was instrumental in
helping to develop the Fox Chapel Area Youth Soccer program. He also
coached the girls high school teams in Center Twp and Seneca Valley for over
10 years. After an early retirement, Bill bought Sportrak, an indoor soccer
arena, to continue his soccer career. He also served on the board of the PA
West Soccer Association, and started the Western PA Girls High School
Soccer Coaches Association. 

 

Bill was a proud, active and motivating member of Alcoholics Anonymous for
over 30 years. For anyone who crossed paths with Bill, they most certainly
heard him sing his favorite quote from Monty Python, "Always look on the



bright side of life." Whether in work or play, Bill's generosity, big smile and
optimistic outlook helped make others feel special. 

And Bill loved his family. He is preceded in death by his mother Lucy, father
William and grandson Benjamin. He is survived by his beloved wife Beryl, and
his cherished family: sister Irene and family, son and daughter-in-law Terrence
and Megan, daughter Christine Morrow, daughter and son-in-law Kim and Jim
Bartasavich, 7 beautiful grandchildren: Sarah, Lauren, Meghan, Jennah,
Adeline, Molly and William, and 3 great grandchildren: Beau, Liam, and Piper
(to be). 

 

All who knew and loved Bill are invited to celebrate his life on Thursday,
October 24, 2019 at the Thomas M. Smith Funeral Home and Crematory Ltd.,
930 Center Ave, Blawnox, PA 15238 from 3pm until the time of a memorial
service at 6pm. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a contribution to the Alzheimer's Association
to help fund research. (www.alz.org/ <https://www.alz.org/>)



Tribute Wall





TF



KX

October 09, 2023 at 09:55 AM

William Ernest Piper

October 06, 2023 at 11:36 AM

William Ernest Piper

The Dunn Family - November 05, 2019 at 01:23 PM

In respectful and loving memory from the Dunn family, who
discovered through Bill the joys of coaching and playing soccer,
which became a metaphor of life: Bill, Alex, Elizabeth, Jakob,
Makayla.

October 23, 2019 at 04:49 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of William Ernest Piper.

Kira and Ashley xoxo - October 23, 2019 at 04:47 PM

Kira and Ashley xoxo purchased the Full Of Love
Bouquet for the family of William Ernest Piper.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 23, 2019 at 11:47 AM

Love Everlasting Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William Ernest Piper.

October 23, 2019 at 08:49 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of William Ernest Piper.

October 22, 2019 at 01:35 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of William Ernest Piper.

Anne, Jane, Dave, Steve, Emily. - October 22, 2019 at 11:39 AM

Bill is such a brillant star as a Brother-in-Law and Uncle he was
unconditionally warm, friendly and generously spirted to us all, we
are so sad and we will fondly miss him so much. He will live in our
heart's and smiles forever. Thinking of you all and sorry we carnt be
there. Love Anne, Jane, Dave, Steve, Emily.xxxx

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3001&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3001&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Your SporTrak Family - October 22, 2019 at 09:42 AM

Your SporTrak Family purchased the Serene Retr
eat for the family of William Ernest Piper.

October 21, 2019 at 03:21 PM

Heavenly Sentiments Spray was purchased for
the family of William Ernest Piper.

Love, Staff at Concordia of Fox Chapel - October 21, 2019 at
10:38 AM

Love, Staff at Concordia of Fox Chapel
purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the
family of William Ernest Piper.

Dawn - October 21, 2019 at 07:31 AM

The love of a grandparent is unique and timeless. Hold on to all of
the precious memories and treasure the happy times.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1394&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1394&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Louise - October 21, 2019 at 03:20 AM

Uncle Bill, you were the best uncle anyone could ask for and a
wonderful big brother to mum. You were very much loved by all of
us back in Blighty. You will be very much missed. RIP, say hello to
Nan and granddad for me. 

October 20, 2019 at 04:57 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
William Ernest Piper.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

