
Mary Doubleday
December 25, 1952 - January 3, 2026

Mary Elizabeth (O'Hara) Doubleday of McCandless, PA, died Jan. 3, 2026 at
Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh. 

She was born on Dec. 25, 1952 in New York City, to parents Ethel Margaret
(Eckert) and John Gerard O'Hara. Mary grew up, first in NYC, then on the
Purchase, NY campus of Manhattanville College, where her father was a
professor of psychology, and finally in Mahopac, Putnam County, NY, where
she graduated from Mahopac High School. 

Mary was a National Merit Scholar who studied music and mathematics, her
twin passions, at Wells College in Aurora, NY, where she received a BA in
1974. She later completed course work for a PhD in Music History at
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. She met her future husband Dennis
Doubleday in 1980, when both were working at the 
Northwestern Library. They were married in 1982. Switching gears, Mary
earned a Master's degree in the Teaching of Mathematics in 1986, after
beginning studies at the University of Illinois Chicago Campus in 1983 and
completing her course work at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. She
taught mathematics at Connelly School of the Holy Child in Potomac, MD from
1984 to 1986. 

She took a break from professional life in 1986 to raise her daughter Julia (b.



1986 in Silver Spring, MD) and son Kevin (b. 1989 in Pittsburgh). Once they
entered school in 1994, she resumed teaching mathematics at DeKalb
College in Decatur, GA, then LaRoche College in McCandless. Finally, she
taught for 14 years at Carlow College in Pittsburgh. She retired from teaching
in 2016. 

Mary was a true polymath, a voracious reader who knew about many things.
Not content to abandon music, her other love, she was the Choir and Music
Director at the Unitarian Universalist Church of the North Hills for 24 years.
She played piano, flute, guitar, and sang beautifully. After her retirement from
teaching, she took up watercolor painting and became amazingly good at that
as well. It seemed that there was nothing she couldn't do well. 

She is survived by husband Dennis, children Julia Doubleday of Washington,
DC and Kevin Doubleday of Rochester, NY, brothers John O'Hara of Hartford,
CT and Robert O'Hara (wife Ann) of Raleigh, NC, sisters Margaret O'Hara
Best (husband Louis) of Cheshire, CT and Jane Auer (husband Chris) of
Savannah, GA, and numerous beloved nieces and nephews. 

A public visitation will be held at Thomas Smith Funeral Home in Blawnox, PA,
on Wednesday, January 7, 2026 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
A Memorial Service celebrating her life will be held at the UU Church of the
North Hills on Saturday, January 24, 2026 at 2 p.m. 
Memorial contributions in lieu of flowers should go to Doctors Without Borders
(https://give.doctorswithoutborders.org/).



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 7. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Thomas M. Smith Funeral Home and Crematory Ltd.
930 Center Avenue
Blawnox, PA 15238

Memorial Service

JAN 24. 2:00 PM (ET)

Unitarian Universalist Church of the North Hills
2359 W Ingomar Rd
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-1625
(412) 366-0244
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Greg Jarold - January 20 at 10:10 AM

Greg Jarold purchased the Fiery Lily and Rose
for the family of Mary Doubleday.

Josh Minnich - January 07 at 11:35 AM

Mary will always be remembered as a talented and energetic choir
leader

Dennis Doubleday - January 07 at 11:30 AM

I thank the universe for 45 years of sharing a life with this amazing
woman. I should have been telling her that every day. Her light will
live on in those who knew her. And a big thank you to all her friends
who helped us so much during her final years.

MB

marlene burns - January 08 at 12:54 PM

I’ve only known Mary through the Art group for maybe six years… But
she was a joy to have in our group she fit. She was fun and she was so
interesting. She will be severely missed. I’m grateful I had time with
her.

Brian Fulcher - January 17 at 03:48 PM

Sorry for your loss, Cousin Dennis.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4204&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Josh Minnich - January 07 at 09:32 AM

Mary was choir director of our church for msny years and she had a
great ear for music. I met her when i was 13. She was an
unbelievable singer and she was very talented as well. She will be
missed by all who knew her.

Evelyn Roeloffs and Nord Winnan - January 06 at 12:24 PM

Evelyn Roeloffs and Nord Winnan planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mary Doubleday.

January 06 at 12:24 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mary Doubleday.

Julia's C2G Family - January 05 at 04:38 PM

Julia's C2G Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mary Doubleday.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Julia's C2G Family - January 05 at 04:38 PM

Julia's C2G Family purchased the Emerald Garde
n Basket for the family of Mary Doubleday.

https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thomasmsmithfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

